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S II I P-LOADS   OF   TOWNS

A TOWN, a whole town with, population, houses, motor
boats, library and livestock, was dispatched in July, 1936,
on five steamers- -four From Archangel and one from Vladi-
vostok--to the point on the north-eastern coast of Siberia
where the longitude of Hong Kong crosses the latitude of
Central Greenland. Everything had been packed iuto boxes
and parcels. The houses, of Karelian timber, bad been so
constructed that they could be taken to pieces for the
journey and reassembled later.

Behind these strange ship-loads is a long story of explora-
tion and venture. Four years ago, Emilian/ov, geologist of
a dog-team expedition in Kastern Taimyr and the Republic
of Yakutia, was tolcl by natives of salt deposits at the Bay of
Nordvyk, on the Nordenskioeld Sea. Samples were taken
home,, and during the next year a Polar station was built in
a favourable position on a fairly well sheltered spot near
74-tb degree Northern latitude and i uMh Eastern longitude.
As in other Polar stations, the stall* watched the weather,
sent meteorological reports by wireless to Moscow, and
explored the surrounding country. Smirnov, the chief
geologist on the station, continued Emilianzov\s investiga-
tions; and in the next spring a radio message was sent to
Moscow;

LARGE  SALT  DEPOSITS  DISCOVERED   IN  DISTRICT  ROUND

CAPE NORDVYK STOP GEOLOGICAL ANALYSIS SHOWED TRACES
OF MINERAL OIL STOP THEORY JUSTIFIED OIL NKXT TO SALT
LIKE AT BAKU STOP 16 MILES INLAND ALSO OPEN COALFIELDS

STOP CONTINUING EXPLORATION AND CALCULATION STOP
WILL ADVISE PRESENTLY WHETHER TRIAL BORINGS FOR
ESTABLISHMENT ECONOMIC VALUE FINDINGS JUSTIFIED.